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The most cursory observation shows the situation of
things in this country to he singularly confused. The
relation of a zamindar to government, and of a ryot to a
zamindar, is neither that of a proprietor nor of a vassal;
but a compound of both. The former performs acts of
authority, unconnected with proprietary-the latter has
rights without real property. Much time will, fear, elapse
before we can establish a system, perfectly consistent in
all its parts, and before we can reduce the compound
relation of a Zamindar to goverinent, and of a ryot to a
zamindar to the simple principles of land lord and
tenant.
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The Governor-General in Council trusts that the
proprietors of land, sensible of the benefits conferred
upon them by the public assessment being fixed for
ever, will exert themselves in the cultivation of their
lands, upon the certainty that they will enjoy exclusively
the fruits of their own good management and industry.
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It is allowed that the Zamindars are, generally speaking,
grossly ignorant of their true interests, and of all that
relates to their estates.
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If a review of the Zamindars of Bengal were made, it
would be found that very few are duly qualified for the
management of their hereditary lands, and that in
general they are ill-educated for this task, ignorant of
the common forms of business, and of the modes of
transacting it; inattentive of the conduct of it, even
when their own interests are immediately at stake, and
indisposed to undertake it.
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They are the result of my own experience, combined
with that of others; and | fear no refutation of them,
where they are examined with candour, and can be
ascertained by local reference and information.
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